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of an ally; while, on the other hand, the influence of France
acquires daily strength in every quarter of India under the pro-
gressive system of introducing French officers into the armies of
all the native powers. The principles of justice, good faith, and
moderation, enjoined by Parliament and by the orders of the
Honourable the Court of Directors, must form the basis of
those comprehensive measures the execution of which is de-
manded by the exigency of our present situation and is favoured
by the peculiar circumstances of the moment. Pursuing no
schemes of conquest or extension of dominion, and entertaining
no projects of ambition or aggrandizement either for ourselves
or for our allies, it is both our right and our duty to give vigour
and effect to our subsisting alliances and treaties by restoring to
our allies the power of fulfilling their defensive engagements
with us. Through the means of moderate and pacific represen-
tations, confirmed by the force of our own example, it must also
be our policy to convince the several powers of India that their
real interest consists in respecting the rights of their neighbours
and in cultivating their own resources within the limits of their
several territories. To these efforts we must add a firm resist-
ance against the intrusion of any foreign power which shall en-
deavour (to the prejudice of our alliances and interests) to
acquire a preponderant influence in the scale of Indian politics,
either by force or intrigue; but the primary object of all our
vigilance and care must be the destruction of every seed of the
French party, already grown to so dangerous a height and still
increasing in the armies and councils of the Nizam of Scindia
and of Tippoo. The exclusion of the influence of France from
the dominions of the native states is not more necessary to the
preservation of our own power than to the happiness and pros-
perity of this part of the world.

In this first communication with you, I have thought it ad-
visable to apprise you of the leading principles which will regu-
late my conduct towards the native powers, and I have taken a
general view of the actual state of our political relations in
order to enable you to act with more confidence and despatch
upon such questions of detail as may occasionally call for the